[Surgical strategy in gastric cancer in aged patients].
The trend of the National mortality rate for gastric cancer in the general population and in the old people between 1955 and 1990 was studied. A decreased incidence of mortality in the general population whereas an increased mortality rate in elderly was found. Between 1990 and 1994, 17 patients over 70 years of age were operated on for gastric cancer. The influence of the ASA classification on postoperative complications was then evaluated registering a significant statistical difference between patients included in ASA III group and or > and major complications and mortality (P = 0.044). The surgical strategy in the management of elderly patients with gastric cancer is also discussed.